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Curly Leaf Pondweed
Potamogeton crispus L.

Pondweed Family
Vermont Class B Noxious Weed

Description:  Curly leaf pondweed is a
submersed, perennial aquatic plant easily
identified by reddish-green, wavy leaves with
finely toothed margins. The leaves are
approximately one-half-inch (1-2cm) wide and 2
to 3 inches (5-7.5 cm) long. Stems are branched
and somewhat flattened. Curly leaf pondweed
spreads primarily by burr-like winter buds
called "turions" which are hard and prickly. One
plant may produce hundreds of turions, which
are then dropped to the sediment to germinate
the following year. Curly leaf pondweed flowers
are small, somewhat inconspicuous, and
arranged in a dense spike on a curved, one to 2
inch (5 cm) stalk. Seeds mature in June but play
a small role in plant reproduction and spread.
Plants begin to die back by mid-July.

Habitat:  Curly leaf pondweed is found in
freshwater lakes, ponds, rivers and streams,
and in slightly brackish waters. It is tolerant of
low light, very low water temperatures, and is a
species of alkaline or nutrient-rich waters.
Curly leaf pondweed gets a head start on native
aquatic species in the spring and early summer
when conditions are unfavorable to most native
aquatic species. Curly leaf pondweed will invade
shallow as well as deep water areas of 12 feet
or more.

Threats:  Curly leaf pondweed can grow in
dense beds which outcompete native aquatic
plants, reducing plant diversity. The dense
surface mats may also interfere with water-
based recreational activities.

Distribution:  Native to Eurasia, Africa and
Australia, curly leaf pondweed has spread
aggressively since being introduced to North
America in the mid-1800s. It can now be found
in 48 states and has become invasive in many
areas.  In Vermont, it has been identified in
Lake Champlain and at least 13 inland lakes.
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(Conservation Commission of the State of Missouri.  1990.
Water Plants for Missouri Ponds.  Reprinted with permis-
sion.)
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For more information about Vermont’s invasive exotic plant species or if you would like
to know how you can help, please contact:

The Nature Conservancy of Vermont, 27 State Street, Montpelier, VT  05602
Tel: 802-229-4425

Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation, 103 S. Main St., Bldg. 10 North,
Waterbury,VT 05671-0408 Tel. 802-241-3777

Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife, 103 S. Main St., Bldg. 10 South, Waterbury, VT
05671-0501 Tel. 802-241-3715

Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation, 103 S. Main St., Bldg. 10 South,

Waterbury, VT 05671-0601  Tel. 802-241-3678

Curly Leaf Pondweed
Pondweed Family (Potamogetonaceae)

Control:  In areas where curly leaf pondweed growth is causing problems, mechanical removal and
herbicides have been employed with varying degrees of success. In Vermont, there are no programs at
this time that focus on removal of curly leaf pondweed.
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